5.3 Validation Edits

1QIES has validation edits designed to monitor the timeliness and accuracy of MDS record
submissions. If transmitted MDS records do not meet the edit requirements, the system will
provide error and warning messages on the provider’s Final Validation Report.

Initial Submission Feedback. For each file submitted, the submitter will receive confirmation
that the file was received for processing and editing by iQIES. This confirmation information
includes the file submission identification number (ID), the date and time the file was received
for processing as well as the file name.

Validation and Editing Process. Each time a user accesses iQIES and transmits an MDS file,
1QIES performs three types of validation:

1. Fatal File Errors. If the file structure is unacceptable (e.g., it is not a ZIP file), the records in
the ZIP file cannot be extracted, or the file cannot be read, then the file will be rejected. The
Submitter Final Validation Report will list the Fatal File Errors. Files that are rejected must
be corrected and resubmitted.

2. Fatal Record Errors. If the file structure is acceptable, then each MDS record in the file is
validated individually for Fatal Record Errors. These errors include, but are not limited to:

* Out of range responses (e.g., the valid codes for the item are 1, 2, 3, and 4 and the
submitted value is a 6).
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* Inconsistent relationships between items. One example is a skip pattern violation. The
resident is coded as comatose (B0100 = 1) but the Brief Interview for Mental Status is
conducted (C0100 = 1). Another example is an inconsistent date pattern, such as the
resident’s Birth Date (Item A0900) is later than the Entry Date (Item A1600).

Fatal Record Errors result in rejection of individual records by iQIES. The provider is
informed of Fatal Record Errors on the Final Validation Report. Rejected records must be
corrected and resubmitted, unless the Fatal Error is due to submission of a duplicate
assessment.

3. Non-Fatal Errors (Warnings). The record is also validated for Non-Fatal Errors. Non-Fatal
Errors include, but are not limited to, missing or questionable data of a non-critical nature or
item consistency errors of a non-critical nature. Examples are timing errors. Timing errors for
a Quarterly assessment include (a) the submission date is more than 14 days after the MDS
assessment completion date (Z0500B) or (b) the assessment completion is more than 14 days
after the ARD (A2300). Another example is a record sequencing error, where an Entry record
(AO310F =01) is submitted after a Quarterly assessment record (A0310A = 02) with no
intervening Discharge assessment (AO310F = 10 or 11). Any Non-Fatal Errors are reported to
the provider in the Final Validation Report as warnings. The provider must evaluate each
warning to identify necessary corrective actions.

Storage to iQIES. If there are any Fatal Record Errors, the record will be rejected and not stored
in iQIES. If there are no Fatal Record Errors, the record is saved into iQIES, even if the record
has Non-Fatal Errors (Warnings).

Detailed information on the validation edits and the error and warning messages is available in
the MDS 3.0 Data Submission Specifications on the CMS MDS 3.0 website and in the Error
Messages guide.



